
ORDINANCE NO.:






AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE USE OF NON-HIGHWAY VEHICLES ON CITY STREETS, ROADS AND HIGHWAYS 
WHEREAS, the City of Vandalia is a duly created, validly organized  and presently existing municipal corporation of the State of Illinois pursuant to the Illinois Constitution of 1970, the Illinois Municipal Code, and its presently adopted Code of Ordinances; and
WHEREAS, the City of Vandalia seeks to adopt an ordinance regulating golf carts and recreational off-highway vehicles on City streets; and
WHEREAS, the City of Vandalia finds that the regulation of non-highway vehicles substantially benefits the City of Vandalia; and
WHEREAS, the City of Vandalia has determined that the operation of golf carts and recreational non-highway vehicles on City streets would not endanger public safety;
NOW, BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VANDALIA, ILLINOIS:
SECTION ONE: The following shall be added to the Code of Municipal Ordinances of the City of Vandalia, Illinois. 
10.17.010 - Definitions.
A.
"Golf Cart", as defined herein, means a vehicle specifically designed and intended for the purposes of transporting one (1) or more persons and their golf clubs or maintenance equipment while engaged in the playing of golf, supervising the play of golf or maintaining the condition of the grounds on a public course.
B.
Recreational off-highway vehicle. Any motorized off-highway device designed to travel primarily off-highway, 64 inches or less in width, having a manufacturer's dry weight of 2,000 pounds or less for gas-powered engines or 3,000 pounds or less for electric-powered engines, traveling on 4 or more non-highway tires, designed with a non-straddle seat and a steering wheel for steering control, except equipment such as lawnmowers.

10.17.020 - Slow Moving Vehicle Requirements

A.
All persons wishing to operate an allowed non-highway vehicle on the city streets must ensure compliance with the following requirements:

1)
Proof of current mandatory liability insurance as required by Article VI of Chapter of the Illinois Vehicle Code.

2)
Reserved.

3)
Must display City decal on rear of the vehicle on the slow moving vehicle emblem.

4)
Must have current, validly issued driver's license and be 18 years or older.

5)
Golf carts and recreational off-highway vehicles must be equipped as follows:

a)
Brakes and brake lights

b)
Turn signals on the front and rear

c)
A steering wheel apparatus

d)
Parking Brake

e)
Tires

f)
Rearview mirror- each side or one interior

g)
Approved "Slow Moving Vehicle" emblem on the rear of the vehicle (625 ILCS 5/12-709)

h)
Headlight that emits a white light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the front which must illuminate when in operation

i)
Tail lamp that emits a red light visible from at least 100 feet from the rear which must be illuminated when in operation

j)
Red reflectorized warning devices in the front and rear

k)
Any additional requirements which may be amended to 65 ILCS 5/11- 1526.1 or the Illinois Motor Vehicle Code.

l)
Seat belts for each passenger and the driver of the vehicle.

6)
All non-highway vehicles operated on municipal streets must have headlamps illuminated at all times while operated on city streets.

7)
Must obey all traffic laws of the State of Illinois and the City of Vandalia.

8)
Must be operated by a person 18 years of age or older.

9)
Must be operated only on city streets, except where prohibited.

10)
Must not be operated in excess of posted speed limits and, may not be operated at a speed in excess of 35 miles per hour.

11)
Each driver and passenger of the non-highway vehicle shall be required to wear a properly adjusted and fastened seat safety belt at all times.

12)
A person operating or who is in actual physical control of an allowed non-highway vehicle, as described herein, on a roadway shall not operate such vehicle while under the influence and shall be subject to Section 11-500 through 11-502 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes (625 ILCS 5/11 - 500-11- 502).

13)
Allowed non-highway vehicles shall not be operated on sidewalks, city parks, or lawns other than parking areas.

14)
Mufflers, prevention of noise. Golf carts and non-highway vehicles operated upon the city streets shall always be equipped with an adequate muffler or exhaust system in constant operation and properly maintained to prevent any excessive or unusual noise. No such muffler or exhaust system shall be equipped with a cutout, bypass or similar device. No person shall modify the exhaust system of a motor vehicle in a manner which will amplify or increase the noise of such vehicle above that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the vehicle, and such original muffler shall comply with all the requirements of this Section. (625 ILCS 5/12-602).
15)  Non-highway vehicles shall have a maximum frame height of 28 inches ground clearance.




B.
Streets and Crossings.

1)
Allowed non-highway vehicles shall not be operated on St. Louis Ave west of 8th Street. Kennedy Blvd, Randolph St west of Kennedy Blvd, Veterans Ave and Hillsboro Road. with the exception of authorized crossings.

2)
Authorized crossings will be marked and only allowed at the following locations: 
a.
Saint Louis Ave at Locust St, 
b.
Saint Louis Ave at Pine St. 
c.
Saint Louis Ave at Cypress St. 
d.
Saint Louis Ave at Elm St. 
e.
Saint Louis Ave at 8th St.

f.
Reserved. 
g.
Kennedy At Madison
h.
Kennedy at Jefferson
i.
Kennedy at Grandview
j.
Randolph at 5th St. 
k.
Randolph at Coles St. 
l.
Randolph at Rock Island.

m.
Veterans Ave at 8th St.


10.17.030 - Permits.

A.
No person shall operate a qualified golf cart or recreational off-highway vehicle without first obtaining a permit from the City Clerk as provided herein. Permits shall be granted annually, effective January 1st through December 31st. The cost of the permit is one hundred dollars ($100).  Insurance coverage and valid driver's license shall be verified when obtaining and renewing a permit. 

B.
Every application for a permit shall be made on a form supplied by the City and shall contain the following information:

1)
Name and address of applicant;

2)
Name of liability insurance carrier;

3)
Valid driver's license number;

4)
The serial number, make, model and description of golf cart or recreational off-highway vehicle;

5)
Signed Waiver of Liability by applicant releasing the City and agreeing to indemnify and hold the City harmless from any and all future claims resulting from the operation of their golf cart or recreational off-highway vehicle on the City streets;

6.
Photocopy of applicable liability insurance coverage card or insurance form completed by insurance agent specifically for the vehicle to be operated pursuant to the permit;

7.
Such other information as the City may from time to time require.

C.
The City may suspend or revoke a permit granted hereunder upon a finding that the holder thereof has violated any provision of this Article or there is evidence that permittee cannot safely operate a qualified golf cart or recreational off-highway vehicle on the designated roadways.  Such suspension shall be by majority vote of the City Council in a regular meeting subject to at least 5 days’ notice to the holder of the permit that such suspension or revocation will be heard at a City Council meeting.

10.17.040
Violations.  Any person who violates any provision of this Article shall be guilty of a petty offense and shall be punished by a minimum fine of one hundred and fifty ($150) and a maximum fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars ($750). Any second or subsequent offense may result in the revocation of the permit for a period of not less than one (1) nor more than three (3) years. To the extent that any violation of the Article also constitutes a violation of a criminal statute of the State of Illinois, then the violator shall also be subject to criminal prosecution and permanent revocation if separately convicted by a court of competent jurisdiction.
SECTION TWO:
In the event that a court of competent jurisdiction declares any particular provision of this Article to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions of this Article shall be construed to be valid and enforceable. The invalidity of any part of this Article shall not affect any part or parts thereof.  Any article, ordinance resolution or portion thereof that is contrary to this article shall be deemed to be repealed hereby.
SECTION THREE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval in the manner provided by law from and after January 1, 2024.

Passed this 17th day of July, A.D., 2023, by “yea” and “nay” vote with the Aldermen voting as follows:
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Approved this 17th day of July, A.D., 2023.







THE CITY OF VANDALIA







RICKY J. GOTTMAN, MAYOR

ATTEST:

CARLA HUHN, CITY CLERK
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