


Agreement of all political parties
in Canada on an issue is a rare and
welcome thing. Now dll federal par-
ty leaders are on record as being in
favor of removal of criminal records
for possession of marijuana. For
months before dissolution of Parlia-
ment, the Commons justice comittee
worked on a long-awaited change
in the laws which Justice Minister
Marc Lalonde said were proceeding

"on an urgent bas:s

As a result of this snail- puced
haste, we now must wait for the
country 'to select a federal govemn-
ment while the present laws govern-
ing marijuana create criminals out
of Canadians at the rate of almost
600 per week. The Liberal govern-
ment's promise of haste is little
comfort to those who must live with
a criminal record.

| Mgrquana ‘criminals’ wait for election

Why does the government seem
so reluctant to do what all agree
must be done? If Lalonde wants us
to believe that this is a demonstra-
tion of his government in haste,
then it's time to see what a new
government looks like in action; a
government that will not fiddle
while Canadians get burned.
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