e




' el
Pot addiction predicted

TRENTON, Ont. (CP) —
The director of a residence
for treatment of alcoholics
says that in 25 to 50 years
he might have to open a
similar house to handle
marijuana addicts.

John Fryters, of Serenity
House in Belleville, 20 kilo-
metres northeast of here,
told a meeting of the
Woman's Christian Tem-
perance Union that mari-
juana should not be legal-
ized because the drug may
be addictive.
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“I think it could take
several years to tell one
way or the other. For years
they thought cigarette
smoking was harmless . . ."

Fryters said many of the
younger people treated at
Serenity House are addict-
ed to alcohol and either
marijuana or hashish.

“It is a vicious circle.
The people take alcohol to
get high, and then they
start to get depressed, and
they take the marijuana to
get high again, and the
whole thing repeats itself.”
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Marijuana reform likely to wait until after ele :

OTTAWA (CP) — Justice
Minister Marc Lalonde said
Wednesday there is little'
chance the government
will move before the next
election to ease penalties
for marijuana possession.

“I'm not optimistic,”
Lalonde said when asked
whether he will introduce
before this spring's antici-
pated election legislation
that would eliminate pos-
session of marijuana for
personal use as a criminal
offence.

There appeared to be
too little time and too
much opposition to pass
such a bill "between now
and June.”

The government did not
want to introduce a bill
and raise expectations
without being sure it could
deliver.

“I don't think that is the
right way of going about
o

Earlier this month,
Opposition Leader Joe
Clark and NDP Leader Ed
Broadbent accepted a chal-
lenge from Lalonde and
said they would be pre-
pared to give quick pas-
sage to penalty-easing
legislation for cannabis —
marijuana and other so-
called soft drugs.

Possession would re-

main an oftence, but not
one that could lead to a
criminal conviction and
record.

Lalonde said he could
not get such agreement
from the nine-member
Social Credit party rump in
Parliament. Those MPs
remained opposed, and the
justice minister said they
could tie up Commons time
“for ' several weeks” debat-
ing a marijuana bill.

In the Commons, Social
Credit spokesman Leonel
Beaudoin (Richmond) de-
nied he told Lalonde that
his party would oppose
lighter penalties for pos-
session. '

Social Credit MPs mere-
ly wanted to see any new
marijuana bill before mak-
ing a commitment. ;

Not so, said Lalonde.
Beaudoin had said he
wanted no change' in the
Criminal Code. The justice
minister said he would be
pleased to discuss the
issue further if the Social
Credit MP had changed his
mind.

Could filibuster

In theory, the nine So-
cial Credit MPs could fili-
buster such a bill for about
20 hours of Commons sit-
ting time. But the govemn-
ment could stop them with
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a rule — used increasingly
— that puts limits on de-
bates.

Lalonde conceded that
there are MPs in all parties
opposed to easing marijua-
na penalties.

Liberal MP Simma Holt
(Vancouver Kingsway), for
instance, is an outspoken
opponent of lighter drug
pendlties. In an interview,
she said the government
will never introduce legis-
lation to reduce marijuana-
possession penalties be-
fore an election. If it did,
the bill would never pass.

Meanwhile, at a news
conference Tuesday, Onta-
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