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The New Brunswick Coalition of Persons with Disabilities has released its report card on the Main Federal Parties and their platforms as they relate to the needs of persons with disabilities.
The report card is based on information from each party’s platform as well as a questionnaire sent by the NBCPD to each of the party’s last week (if answered).
To discuss further, please contact Murielle, head of Communications, @ murielle@nbcpd.org 
	Platform/
Issue

	Liberals[image: ]
	Conservatives
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	NDP
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	Green
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	Overall Grade:
	B+
	D
	B-
	D

	Comments from NBCPD
	This plan and particularly the Disability benefit works for both persons with disabilities who are unable to work and it will not financially penalize those who seek to work full or part-time as their body is able. 
*The Liberals have lost marks as this has already been introduced, and although it was the Conservatives who kept it from  going forward, had it been introduced earlier on, the rush to get it through in 1 reading would not have occurred. 
	To some, this may look good- they see the tax credit increasing, but realistically- there’s nothing here for a person with a disability who is either unable to work or unable to maintain steady work due to their disability, and these are the persons who require assistance the most!
As stated below, they are focusing only on those with a disability who are able to work. 
	Pharmacare is a plus- but we would like to see it cover some required assistive aids.
Although the goal of UBI is wonderful, putting forth a benefit for all will require a revamp of so many existing services as well as elongate implementation time by years. Persons with Disabilities who have been living decades in poverty cannot wait years. 
NDP gets bonus marks for offering their platform in both large print and an ereader/ accessible format.   
	Sadly- the Green party has very little that directly addresses or impacts persons with disabilities. 
They get koodos for wanting a basic income for all- but that is not disability specific (see criticism (see notes on NDP).  For a party looking to be known for more than just “being Green”- they dropped the ball here.                                                                                

	Income
And employment
	*Investments made in disability-specific programs, including the Opportunities Fund, the Enabling Accessibility Fund, Canada Student Loans and Canada Student Grants, and the expansion of the Disability Tax Credit
Last fall, we committed to creation of Disability Inclusion Plan, to include a new Canada Disability Benefit
*10 days paid sick leave
*$2 billion investment in jobs in fields that have disappeared 
*Develop employment strategy for persons with disabilities(if able to work)
	*Doubling Disability Support in the Canada Workers Benefit. Disproportionate number of disabled Canadians working part-time or for low wages
**Appears that only working individuals with disabilities are on their radar. 
*Offering to change tax credit qualifications- to fewer hours (but we cannot survive working 10 hrs) – and talks about RDSP matching and the value – but no value for adults over 49. 
	*$20 minimum wage
*Enhanced EI-included for those caring for disabled family members
*Build towards Guaranteed income for all

	*Poverty widespread in Canada- current social programs perpetuate poverty. Pharmacare and Guaranteed Liveable Income can help. 
*Emphasis on Green economy jobs - but no statement on employment/income for persons with disabilities. 

(Invest in the Green Economy)

	Housing
	*1.4 Million new homes
*Affordable housing for vulnerable (incl people with disabilities)
*Rent to own program

	*promising to build one million homes over the next 3 years and to encourage a new market in 7-to-10-year mortgages. They would also impose a ban on new foreign ownership for the next 2 years.
	*The NDP plan includes 500,000 affordable housing units over the next 10 years, with half of those in place within the first 5 years.
	*Implement National Housing strategy (no details given)
*Create Culturally sensitive Housing First approach to Homelessness 
*Invest in co-operative housing sector
**Nothing specific for Persons with Disabilities
(Affordability for all) 

	Pharmacare
	*Committed to implementing National Pharmacare
	*support for an approach that would “fill the gap” for people who do not have access to provincial drug plans or employee sponsored plans, rather than the implementation of a universal national Pharmacare program.
	*implementing a national, universal, public pharmacare program. 
*Prescription medication would be available with a health card, without worries about co-pays, deductibles or premiums.
*Dental as part of pharmacare

	*Expand the single-payer Medicare model to include Pharmacare for everyone as well as free dental care for low-income Canadians.


	Transit
	*Expand public transit
*Develop rural transit solutions
	*Building Public Transit We will immediately invest in projects that will put Canadians to work, cut commute times, and clean up the environment.
* No discussion of disability friendly transit- nor rural transit.
	**Improve transit- but seems to be more in urban vs rural.
Looking to change fleets to Green Fleets/work with interested municipalities
*Possibly go to fare free transit to encourage use.
(See changing how we get around-in platform)
	*Invest in green transit infrastructure, meaning investments in public transit
*Restore buses to rural and remote Canada- Green buses 
*reinvest in public transit

(Green transport and infrastructure)

	Health
	*Continue support of a one tier system for all
*Make mental health a priority
*Expanding virtual health care
*Additional funds to home health care
	*The Canada Mental Health Action Plan that will:
*Propose Prov put more of their health budget towards Mental Health
*Ask employers to give more funds towards mental health
***Support 2 tier Medical plan (see below)
***Nothing concrete- and again will only benefit working individuals.  (p 65-55)
	*Strengthen Public health care - work with Prov to reduce wait times (no specifics on how)
*Virtual Healthcare
*Universal Pharmacare
	*Expand public healthcare to include Pharmacare (see above)
*Actions to help substance abuse- but no mention of persons with disabilities.

*Poverty costs the Canadian Medical system $7.6 Billion/year. 

	General Notes
	Supporting persons with Disabilities- Canadian Disability Act, remove barriers, 

(From Support for Canadians with Disabilities)
	Increasing disability tax credit- must earn a high income to benefit.
No discussion of transit assistance for people with disabilities, no discussion of a universal benefit to help us.
	**Again- seems to be offering better support for those who are working with a disability, or in more urban centers. 
**Offesr an accessible and large print version of platform!
	**Not enough details – be in numbers, plans ect…quite disappointing. 
There seems to be no real stance on persons with disabilities in the Green Party. 



Party Platforms:
**Liberal Party: https://liberal.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/292/2021/09/Forward-For-Everyone-Disability-Statement.pdf
**Conservative Party: (Note: page numbers do not correspond at all with the Index) 
https://cpcassets.conservative.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/25132033/5ea53c19b2e3597.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3b1P46dzMzyAGpokMri9K-Fa0jJGiIAs3q8pU8MUrFoPfIbZvHJPIIN_4
· Note: They only seem concerned with those who can work with a disability. Sadly, they are more concerned about the plight of animals on this platform than individuals with disabilities.
· Note: Have committed yet again to a 2-tier system where the wealthy can buy their way to the front of the line. This will leave our community with little to no medical help (including for paperwork required to often receive benefits, etc..)
***NDP Platform- offers both an accessible and large print version (Yeah!) 
Accessible: https://xfer.ndp.ca/2021/Commitments/Ready%20for%20Better-NDP%202021%20Commitments_AccessibleVersion.pdf?_gl=1*s9twjy*_ga*MTgzNjQ0NDU1MC4xNjI5MjE4NDIx*_ga_97QLYMLC56*MTYzMDYwMzY2MC41LjEuMTYzMDYwNDM0MS4w
Large print: https://xfer.ndp.ca/2021/Commitments/Ready%20for%20Better-NDP%202021%20Commitments_AccessibleVersion.pdf?_gl=1*1ghy6l2*_ga*MTgzNjQ0NDU1MC4xNjI5MjE4NDIx*_ga_97QLYMLC56*MTYzMDYwMzY2MC41LjEuMTYzMDYwNDM1MC4w
***Green Platform: https://www.greenparty.ca/en/our-vision












													Tuesday, Sept 7th 2021

To: Members of the media, members of the NBCPD, their families and allies
From: The New Brunswick Coalition of Persons with Disabilities (NBCPD)

As election day approaches, the NBCPD has sorefully noticed the lack of media and party coverage when it comes to issues and concerns pertinent to the disability community. Where we are one of the largest single demographics in Canada, no one should be overlooking our needs! 
The New Brunswick Coalition of Persons with Disabilities has researched platforms and is issuing it’s Report Card  on the main Federal parties, along with specifics from party platforms as well as comments.

We encourage all members of the NBCPD, their friends and families as well as general allies of the disability community to review this platform. We hope Canadians will make the best choice for the 21% of Canadians with disabilities, as well the 26.7% of New Brunswickers over 15 with 2 or more disabilities - because when our needs are met, everyone’s needs are met.

We welcome comments, questions ect.  Please feel free to contact us via communications @ Murielle@nbcpd.org  

Thank you;

Shelley Petit- Chair NBCPD

See What One Voice Can Do!
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